
 

 
 
 
 
  

 
 

 
EXPOSEE  
My highly esteemed friend, Dr. Marcel Tanner, 
President Swiss Academies of Arts and Sciences, 
professor of Epidemiology and Medical 
Parasitology, University of Basel, Director emeritus 
and President R. Geigy Foundation 
Swiss Tropical & Public Health Institute (Swiss TPH) 
made statements that are important for my 
motivation to continue humanitarian work in West 
Africa, like: 
"Animate - Dynamize - Catalyze” – or simplified 
said: motivate, intensify and steer towards a new 
and changed direction. 
He also quoted from Far Eastern religions: "The 
personal striving for enlightenment takes us 
further than the threat of hell". 
Surrounded by the global pandemic, social fears, 
uncertainties, political unrest and instability in 
world affairs, it seems difficult to believe in "good 
news". But there are! In certain eyes it may be 
insignificant what we as a small and humble 
Institution out of around 13,000 Swiss foundations 
in West Africa, do. But our great Liberian young 
"change-makers" give hope to change things - to 
"catalyze" things and thus create "good news". 
Isn't that worth taking an active part in instead of 
isolating yourself in self-protection from what may 
come. We live solidarity and help here and there - 
it may be small - but we change the lives of some 
people in West Africa into a self-determined and 
positive future. 
 
Felix F. Walz 
Bowier Trust Foundation Switzerland 
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HEARTFELT & BIG THANKS TO ALL OUR SPONSORS, 

FRIENDS AND PARTNERS FOR THE GREAT 

SUPPORT! 

 



 

 
 
 
   

Gesundheit: Wasser, Hygiene, 
Abfall und Prävention 

 
SEITE 2-6 

 
-8 

Project-1  
Water Kiosk GDM-1  
Water Kiosk GDM-2 

Bob: Water sample - no coli 
bacteria! Safe drinking water. 

Prof. Dr. Schneider in front of 
our ICA GDM-1 system 

GDM-1 ICA School/Church: 
After the water kiosk had been successfully in operation since May 2019 and 
was retrofitted with a solar power system at the end of 2020, everything seemed 
to be perfect. The kiosk worked until May 2021 until technical problems arose 
and the water pump could no longer be supplied with electricity. The boreholes 
of the solar panels mounted on the church roof caused water damage in the roof 
and the power converter suffered a total loss. It was only in November 2021 
that the system could be put back into operation with a repair funded from 
Switzerland. The local population and the students of the ICA school were 
grateful that bacteria-free water was available again. The reliable management 
of the plant has not yet been satisfactorily ensured. The NGO led by Bob is 
working on a solution. Picture on top: Bob with his technical team after retrofitting 
with solar technology to generate electricity. 
 
GDM-2 Rockhill Community, Paynesville: 
The second project (GDM-2) should have been in operation since August 2021. 
COVID restrictions slowed work processes. It took a long time to find local, 
reputable companies whose offers for structural design and drilling work were 
acceptable. Under the direction of Elijah and the two mandated "External 
Assessors" - in the person of Lela P. Dolo and Gertrude Harmon, the CET team 
of the NGO (Community Engagement Team) developed a master plan how the 
local population of the Rockhill community with approx. 65' 000 residents 
being prepared for the project. The mobilization process lasted until the start of 
the first well drilling. On June 29, 2021, Bob had to report in dismay that the 
drilling failed down to a depth of 70 m in the rocky subsoil - no groundwater 
available. 
Extensive geological analysis by experts from Switzerland revealed a zone with 
a probably water-bearing "rock fracture". Onsite electromagnetic resonance 
surveys resulted in a new location and on Sept. 21, 2021 Bob reported that a 
prolific water resource was drilled at approximately 40m depth. The reading of 
the pump test data showed pleasing results with a flow rate of approx. 25 
liters/minute, which is around 4 times more than in the GDM-1 project. 
The construction of the water kiosk, equipped with solar technology to operate 
the water pump, is underway and should be completed by early February 2022. 
The system is operated by specially trained personnel. 
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 Project-2  

Health / Medicine 
Maternal & Infant 

Mortality 

 
Phase 1 Studies in Switzerland June – August 2021 
After extensive preparations in Liberia and Switzerland from the end of 2020, 
the two medical students Bernice M. Kromah and Lela P. Dolo traveled to the 
Swiss Embassy in Abidjan, Ivory Coast, in May 2021, where they received their 
visa to enter Switzerland. From June 14th to August 13th, 2021, under the 
patronage of  Eastern Switzerland University for Applied Science Health (OST) 
at the LINTH Spital Uznach, Maternity home Bäretswil ZH, and at the OST 
Campus Rapperswil, both were targeted on the subject of "Pregnancy and birth-
related maternal and infant mortality". 
BTFS partner Marcel Buchmann, former Head of Nursing at the LINTH 
Hospital in Uznach, managed the program in terms of content and expertise in 
close cooperation with the chief gynecologist of the women's clinic, Dr. 
Stefanie Huggle. The stay was financed primarily by the Rotary Club Oberer 
Zürichsee, as well as the local community of Schmerikon and private support. 
The training was rounded off with a visit to the Swiss Tropical Institute in Basel, 
as well as the development of a feasible and well-structured project plan for 
implementation and application in a selected area in Liberia with high mortality 
rates. 
 
Phase 2 Implementation of the project "Help a mother and a 
newborn in Liberia" 
After the warm farewell in mid-August, both of them traveled back to their 
home country Liberia with full "backpacks", where they soon started planning 
the implementation of the project. The project was advertised and donations 
were collected with street parades, social media campaigns, T-shirt sales, flyers 
and radio appearances. From November to mid-January 2022, after extensive 
planning, around 75 so-called "traditional midwives" and local nursing staff 
were trained in a remote district under the guidance of qualified nursing staff 
on how women need to be cared for before, during and after birth in terms of 
health and hygiene. Auxiliary and care material was given to the trainees. In 
selected schools and small communities, so-called "health clubs" are founded 
with the aim of reducing unwanted pregnancies and sexually transmitted 
diseases by providing appropriate sex and hygiene education. The program is 
technically and financially supported and accompanied from Switzerland. 
Measurable success factors were defined as to how the project can be evaluated 
from May to December 2022. The budget for the annual program is around US$ 
26,000. Further exchanges with medical staff are planned from 2023. Less fortunate girls in the 

slums: unprotected, 
unenlightened, exploited, 

illiterate, exposed 

Frances Pelima: protected, 
educated, enlightened, self-

determined, happy 



 

Project-3  
Academic knowledge and 

student exchange 

“Wirkung – Vertrauen – Nachhaltigkeit” 
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BTFS NGO Chief Operations, Laryee A. Sannor (Bob) was our first engineering student from Liberia who was admitted 
in 2019 for a 3-month course at the then HSR University of Rapperswil (topic: hydraulic engineering and urban drainage). 
This applied study took place in partnership with Gossweiler Engineers Dübendorf and Kuster & Hager Uznach and 
Pfäffikon. In 2020 he was nominated together with another student (Kwabena) for the winter school in Ghana, Kumasi, 
KNUST University (NEWAL / CLOC). Three Swiss students from the OST University dedicated their bachelor theses to 
hydraulic engineering, solar technology and urban drainage in Liberia. 
Bob's 3-month course was organized by BTFS and primarily financed by the Rotary Club Zurich Obersee. 
 
One of the universities involved in Liberia - the United Methodist University UMU - showed great interest and is actively 
trying to establish a long-term partnership with the OST University and other Swiss educational institutions with a focus 
on applied sciences. In exchange with the UMTEC Institute and IBU, SPF of the OST University of Rapperswil, a draft of 
a partnership agreement (MoU) was drawn up and is to be ratified and put into effect in the course of 2022. The UMU 
President, Dr. Gonway-Gono is planning to travel to Rapperswil in spring 2022 to strengthen contacts and fill Liberia's 
commitment with life. 
 
Currently, a number of students from Liberia have contacted the management of NEWAL (President is our long-standing 
partner and friend, Prof. Dr. Michael Burkhardt, director of the UMTEC OST) via the UMU University and the student 
association AIESEC, to apply to participate in the winter school in Ghana in February 2022. Of these, five have met the 
academic requirements and are admitted to participate in the course (environmental and agricultural technology, hydraulic 
engineering, health), which represents a major milestone for the three male and two female students (total from four 
Liberian universities). For the first time in their lives, they can network internationally and outside their difficult living 
conditions in Liberia with students from Switzerland and other West African countries such as Cameroon, Benin, Ivory 
Coast and Ghana. They get to know Swiss lecturers and fellow students, which gives them new perspectives. 
Switzerland is involved in the NEWAL project with the following institutions and also finances it: OST (Lead), ETHZ, 
EAWAG, EPFL and SwissTPH. BTFS coordinates travel formalities and helps administratively to accompany the 
logistical preparations of the Liberian students. 
 
The aim of this scientific transfer is capacity building on the one hand to enable talented students to successfully participate 
in the construction of the catastrophic infrastructure in their home country and ultimately also to set economic accents. On 
the other hand, established science from Switzerland can learn from the subtropical environmental and climatic conditions 
and at the same time create and pass on interesting socio-economic incentives, which also represents an important 
contribution to combating poverty and a lack of education in Africa. A "win-win" situation is created. 

ANIMATE – DYNAMIZE – CATALIZE  
(QUOTE FROM PROF. DR. MARCEL TANNER SWISS TPH) 
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 BTFS NGO REORGANIZATION 

SINCE SUMMER 2021 
 

TECHNICAL TEAM:  
 
LARYEE A. SANNOR (BOB) CHIEF OPERTIONS 
FESTUS BOLEN, SMPU Civil Engineering Student 
VOLUNTEERS from Engineering Sector 

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT TEAM (CET): 
 
ELIJAH B. DUNOH, HEAD CET-TEAM 
MYRTLE BOWIER (NGO Co-Founder) 
SAM G. HOLT jun. 
WONDA N. ALLISON 
HAMSON B. GAYE 
ESTELLA KANGAR (House Keeping, Cooking) 
VOLUNTEERS from AIESEC 

SPECIAL TASK COORDINATOR (STC): 
 
GERTRUDE HARMON, NGO SUPERVISOR  
Link between Swiss & LIB-Institutions  
Project Management / Planning / Administration 
 
 
HEALTH TEAM: 
 
BERNICE M. KROMAH (right) 
LELA P. DOLO (associate partner / MMR Project Leader) 
  
One-Year Project “Help a Mother and Newborn in Liberia”  
 
 



 

 
 Use of the donations in 2021 

(The auditor's financial report to the legitimate authority can be made available upon request) 

SEITE 6 -6 
 

 

The symbolism of this picture says more 
than a thousand words...... 

  

Unplanned repair of damages ICA project
Mobilization effort and construction building in the
community of Rockhill, architecture, well drilling x 2

Training Lela & Bernice in CH and project in Liberia to
combat maternal mortality

NGO registration, NGO vehicle registration, insurance
Foundation audit CH, visa fees

Community and school events, information events, 
workshops, staff training, catering, Covid tests

Wages, compensation, infrastructure, Internet WLAN, 
house rent, water, electricity, generator, travel and 

transport costs, car rental (Felix Walz 4 trips) incl. trip to 
Abidjan, meeting with the CH embassy

SEITE 4 
 

 

Kulturförderung 
Rotary Club Linthebene 

 BTFS Partner- and Sponsorships 


